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proposed to see Judge-Advocate-General Bolles, Solicitor of
the Navy Department; said he would on the whole prefer
him to the Attorney-General in this matter, and named
Monday next.

By the President's request I went into the library and
was introduced to Doctor Norris, with whom the President
desired me to have some conversation. Doctor N. said
he believed that the President and I had had some consult-
ation in relation to a sea voyage for Robert, the President's
son. He supposed I knew the circumstances. I told him I
was aware of the young man's infirmity, that he had once
spoken to me himself on the subject in a manner to touch
my sympathy in his behalf. That I had also conversed
with his father, as he seemed to be aware, and as he (the
father) had doubtless advised him. He said that was so,
and proceeded to tell me that R. had been beguiled into
intemperance after he became of age, through his generous
qualities, goodness of heart, and friendly disposition. He,
therefore, thought it possible to reclaim him.

I had very little expectation of such a result, but it is
important, for his father's sake and for the country's, that
the President should in these days be relieved of the care
and anxiety which his excesses and passions involve. To
send him abroad in a public ship is the best disposition that
can be made of him, and a voyage to the East Indies would
be better than any other, and such a voyage was now in
preparation. Doctor Norris thought this desirable.

I subsequently saw the President and told him what had
taken place and that I could make the arrangement with
little trouble to him. It seemed to give him consolation.

Letters from Connecticut do not speak with confidence
of the result of the election next Monday. But my impres-
sions are that the Union Party with Hawley will be suc-
cessful. The battle will not be on the strict political issues
before the country. On these issues, if well defined and the
candidates were squarely presented, I have no doubt that
the Administration would be triumphantly sustained. It